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The Calligrapher’s
Daughter

| was born in Taipel, Taiwan, the daughter of a
calligrapher and a ceramic artist, so | grew up
immersed in art and with a deep appreciation of
the beauty of the Chinese language. Speaking and
writing Chinese is an integral part of who | am and
how | see the world. But it was only when | had
children of my own that | properly understood
what a difficult language Chinese is to learn.

Being of Taiwanese descent while raising my
children in the UK has made me acutely aware of
the differences, but also the similarities, between
Eastern and Western cultures. The ultimate goal

of Chineasy is to help bridge the cultural gap by
demystifying the Chinese language, which acts as
a barrier to so many people - my children included!

Chineasy is hugely personal to me. | have done
many different things in my life. | consider myself
to be part geek, part entrepreneur, part dreamer,
and this project is a culmination of all these
elements. My experience in technology ventures
and my background as an entrepreneur with an
artistic upbringing have given me the building
blocks to make Chineasy possible, but it is my
childhood and my children that have inspired me
to make Chineasy a reality. | am proud to share
Chineasy with all who want to learn and appreciate
the beauty of the Chinese language.

Why Chineasy?

China is home to ancient traditions, breathtaking
artwork and what is currently one of the world’s
strongest economies. |t comes as no surprise to
me that recent years have seen a cultural trend
of Eastern migration by both young people and
business-minded individuals. Everyone is starting
to pay more attention to China, Taiwan, Japan,
South Korea and other Asian countries as they
become increasingly popular tourist destinations
and increasingly important as cultural, financial
and industrial hubs.
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Call me optimistic, but | see the melding of these
two cultures, East and West, as being instrumental
in creating a more culturally literate world. | also
think that the East and West must understand

each other in order for global economic growth to
be sustainable. There is, however, a giant roadblock
preventing the East and West from communicating
effectively and connecting on a deep, cultural level:
the Great Wall of Chinese.

The Chinese language has long been considered
the most difficult major language to learn, largely
on account of the vast number and complexity
of the characters. When | began to teach my
British-born children Chinese, | realized just how
challenging its characters are for a native English
speaker. It was like torture for my children! So

| spent many years looking for a fun and easy
way to teach them how to read Chinese.

After years of searching, | didn’t think that any

of the methods out there were engaging enough.
So | did what any entrepreneur would do: | created
my own method to learn how to read Chinese
characters - Chineasy. And you know what? It works.

Chineasy’s goal Is to allow people to learn to read
Chinese easily by recognizing characters through
simple illustrations. The magical power of the
Chineasy method is that, by learning one small set
of building blocks (see p. 10), students can build
many new characters and phrases. Master a few
sets of building blocks, and your learning can be
accelerated to a whole new level.

With very little effort, students can quickly learn

to read several hundred Chinese characters and
phrases, and gain a deeper understanding of the
historical and cultural references of the vocabulary.
Even though there are tens of thousands of
Chinese characters, only a few hundred are actually
necessary to comprehend basic Chinese literature,
and to begin to delve into Chinese culture and art.
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THE CALLIGRAPHER'S DAUGHTER


















THE BASICS

Building Blocks, Compounds, Phrases
Advanced Sentences















X sky (tian)

When you put a line on top
of 'big’ X, it means ‘sky’

or 'heaven’. Traditionally,
the line represented the
spiritual level above man

and earth. This character
can also mean ‘day’.




/k* everyone

(ren® ren®)

person + person =

everyone

A A heaven

(tian' ren?)

sky + person = [literally]
| | sky person = heaven or

person person : a person with universal
shidisddidspsdiissdidssdidipdsdgsdidiadddsisdsdbsdigadddidlasnrididdidabdaddidianadagniddgueaddpe@dape@ddpeEgs inﬁight

K extremely big
(tian' da?)

What could be a bigger
space than the heavens?
sky + big = [literally] big
as the sky = extremely big
KX every day

(tian' tian"

egveryone
As we have already seen

1 sk .
y opposite, the character

heaven for ‘sky’ also means 'day’,
cday + day = every day

person

extremely big

every day





















K fire (huo™)

The building block for
‘fire' represents a central
flame with a smaller spark
on either side. It reminds
me of a campfire. | like to
remember this character
by thinking about a person
waving their arms, saying,
‘Help! I'm on fire!’
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 fire (huo™)

This character is the

form of ‘fire’ that is used
as a component in certain
compounds, When you
see a compound with this
character, it is normally
related to fire or something
hot. See 'lamb’ on p. 41
for an example of this
character.
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28 FIRE BUILDING BLOCK
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&’ tiger (hu?)

The building block for
‘tiger’ also means ‘brave’
or ‘fierce’,

% to scare (hu?)

This character is a
combination of ‘'mouth’
and ‘tiger'. Imagine how
scared you would be to
hear a tiger roar in the
middle of the night.

64 TIGER BUILDING BLOCK




































E horse (ma?)

This building block
traditionally looked like a
horse on its side. Today

you can see only the
horse’s torso, tail and legs.

The simplified form is 4,

ol 0 ool il

76 HORSE BUILDING BLOCK
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Z pig (shi”)

The ancient character

for 'pig’, swine' or ‘heog
featured a long snout, a big
belly, hooves and a tail

e pig (zhu')

This 15 the more commonly
used character for 'pig
You can still see the
butiding-block charactel
on the left-hand side of
this compound.
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P household (hu®

This character represents
a door with one panel

It can be used to refer to
either a door or a window
DUt 15 Most coemmaoniy
used ta mean ‘household

Its simplified form is F’

7'( .ﬁ rich household

(e L)
big + household

ﬁ ﬁ poor household

(DiN2 hu+4)

poor + household

EE'E I. i ii fl._'” ]'Iq L] |

EE}E bank account

fznang? hus)

account + household

104 HOUSEHOLD BUNLIING & 0OCk
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7~ to reveal (shi4)

This character originally
meant 'stone table for
sacrificial offerings’. In
ancient times, sacrificial
ceremonies were intended
to demonstrate devotion
to the gods. Therefore, the
character 7R means ‘to
reveal' or 'to show!.

% to reveal (shi*)

This character is the

form of ‘to reveal' that is
used as a component in
certain compounds. See
‘auspicious' opposite for an
example of this character.







































































































Index of Characters and Phrases

Chineasy teaches mainly traditional Chinese (see p. 11). Where the traditional and simplified forms of a
character are different, the traditional form is given first, followed by the simplified form. Where no distinction
between forms is noted, the traditional and simplified forms of the character are the same.

BE /K account/bill (zhang") 85 Fit boat (zhou') 81
Kes achievement/generosity 27 o2 /4 body (ti*) 38
(da” g /] bored (men’) 87
yii to add (jia) 90 = bow (gong) 122
RA adult (da’ ren”) 18 32 bright (ming®) 57
= adultery (jian") 47 =] bud (miao”) 129
N K angry (huo’ da™) 2] IKE buffalo (shui® niu®) 75
& apricot (xing™ 36 ﬂ/EE bug (chong®) 84, 127
/014 argument (nuan) 47 % burning hot (yan®) 29
- artificial (ren” gong) 61 H/3R to buy (mai’) 131
S8 to ascertain (cha” ming”) 58 R [E/K[E to buy back (mai’ hui®) 131
[=1/[7] to ask (wen™) 67 BRIER buyer (mai” jia) 131
28 to assist (fu®) 101 RT/LT to calculate (ji*) 109
1= at (zai) 15 AR California (jia' zhou" 90
*¥ auspicious (xiangz) 143 gﬁfﬁ. cat (maﬂl) 134
g B bamboo (zhu) 29 & A Caucasian (bai’ ren?) 63
J bank account (zhang” hu™) 104 o to cause (yin) 23
R to bark (fei’) 37 &l 1 character (zi") 97
7 to bark loudly (da” fei”) 27 /N to charge in (chuang®) 77
* 4 N e
SN to bathe (mu ) 71 # cheat sheet (:::ao chao) 101
2 be careful (xiao” xin') 87 - to check (cha) 53
A beautiful (mei’) - 41 §J:-HJ":] to clap han::is (pa; shou™) 101
= beautiful lady (jia ren”) 115 clearly (fen ming) 89
EE i to believe (xiang' xin*) 109 T;T/ - ;E to come (lai’) 55
20 2
* belly (du’) 15 W 3 /L SR to come back (hu: !E;i ) 37
* N big (da™) 17 =E/ L% to come out (chu lai") 44
=911 big fire (da” huo’) 3] H commerce (mai mai ) 131
oo pird (niao>) 50 8 to compare (bi") 151
B/= bitter (ku”) 129 28 /4 to compel (po’) 13
ﬁﬁ to blame (mad) 77 ;JE to congratulate (he4) 131
|3 blazing (van® yan’) 30 Z I to construct (jia") 90
= bleating of sheep (mie') 41 9N contented (an' xin') 87
X plessing (fu”) 143 =5/ EE to cook (chui’) 149
to blow (chui) 149 country (guo’) 79
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COW (nqu)

crater (hu::f shan' kDuE)
crowd (zhnngd)

to cry (ku1}

to cry out (da4 ku1)
to cry out in anger (r.::luc:T)
crystal (:?..hui3 jingp])
customer (r'r*nai3 zhuE)
dagger(bﬁ)

dam (shuil3 menz)
daughter (nanI)

day (ri® zi)

daytime (t:aai2 tiarﬂ)
deer (qu)

detailled (xiang‘?)
determination (zhid)
disaster (zaﬂj

dish (minsj

to distract (fem1 xirﬂ)
to distribute evenly
(jun' yun®)

to divide (fen1)
doctor (dai4 fu)

to dodge (sharﬁ)
dog (quanE)

door (menz)
doorway (FI"!E'F'IE RDUE)
dormant volcano
(}ciu] huo® 5han])

a dozen or so (shi2 ji1)
dream (mengq)

to dress up (ba nd)

to drip (lin°)

to drive (jiad)

duck {yaT)

dusk (xi)

dust (chenz)

east (dond)

to eat (dan4)

/4
45
17/
27
27
43
/2
131
150
/73
48
97
63
125
109
116
93
10O
89

157

89
12

6/
26
66
63

45

139
107
101
/1
90
134
106
a5
55

£

A\
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EVb S

51/ XX

TLC
Ll

eight (ba1)
eldest younger sister

f[da'fL mei4)

Elvis Presley (mao} wangzj

end (mo'ﬂ)

to enter (rua)

Europe (:}u])

even (junl)

every day (tir:-mf tian1)
everybody (c:la4 jia1)
everyone (remE renz)
exit (-::hu1 |~<Du3)
expert (daE renzj

to explain (aherﬂ)
extremely big (tian] da4)
eye (mu4)

fairy (xian] nui)

to fasten {koud}

fate (:s:ingd)

fear (padj

feather (yuzj

female phoenix (huang?')

female worker (nu3 gong})

field (tian®)

to find out ({:ha2 chu1)
fine (jia)

finger (zhiS)

fire (hu:::s)

fire disaster f(hu:::»3 zail)
fish (yuz)

five (wus)

flames (yand}

flames of fire (va n’ yarﬁ)
flat (pingzj

to flee (berﬂ)

flesh (muq)

flood (shui3 zai1)
flower (hua})

to fly (fei)

83

49

154
36
65
149
157
21
93
2]
44
113
19
21
98
49
102
145
8/
Sl
159
6l
118
o8
115
151
28
935
25
82
29
30
145
126
o6
93
151

103
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X
70
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foam (m::::d)

folks (da” huo™)

to follow (congz)
forest (sen])

to forgive (shud)
foundation (hensj
fountain (quanzj

four (5i4)

fresh (xiarﬂ)

fresh water (da N 5hui3)
friend (pengz)
from/due (you®)

front gate (f:;ia'f'1 men‘?')
frozen (dongq)

future (hurwz-.-f1 Iai2)

gall bladder (danE)

to gallop (fengz)

gas pedal/accelerator
(yr:::ru2 menzj

to get out (chu])
ghost (gui3)

girl from a rich family
(fu':1 j':aT nuE‘)

to go (qu’)

god (s henE)

good (hac:3)

good intention (haf::3 xirf)
grandchild (surﬂj
agranddaughter (5ur*+r nuE)
grandson (sur'l1 Z1)
grass {catﬁ)

grass (camﬁ)

greed (Ianz)

garoup (huoz}

hand (shauz}

handrail (m2 5hau3)
happiness {::a:ir*uzgjl4 qu}
heart (xin})

. 1 2
heaven (tian ren )
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/1
30
17
55
87
33
/1
82
41
72
7
19
68
147
37
7
147

121

43
155

121

141
14.3
97
97
153
155
155
128
125
48
29
100
101
145
86
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AR/ A
AKX

L

/

7K
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B A/ A
AR

helmet (jias}

home {jial)

horse (maEJ

horses running (biac:])
household (hud)

how many {ji3)

how many days? (jE3 tianl)
how much (:::H,n:::r1 shaﬂs)
Hui people (hui2 ren‘?)
human body (F’EHE tis)

| am furious

(t:::uer"r3 ren” huo® da%
ice (bingl)

ice (bing1)

idiot (dai’)

idler (:aw:iar‘l2 renzj

to illuminate (zhaod)
immortal (xiarﬂ)

imp (;w:iaszza3 guis)

In general (d34 ti3)

in the coming days (Iai2 rid)

In vain (Imai2 baiz)

it (ta)

jade (yu')

Japan {r't'i1 berﬁ)
Japanese language
(ri4 ben’ yug)
Japanese person
(ri4 ben” renzj
Japanese woman
(r*i4 ben” nu’ renzj
king (91.,1::::12 wangz)
king (wangzj
kingcdom (m.r.a:ar‘u;jE guozj
kitten (::~1|Ean::n3 maor)
knife {dao1)

lamb (gar:f)
language {yuz)

to learn/practise (xiz)

119
95
/6
127
104
138
139
107
24
58

55

146
147
36
69
89
43
135
58
58
63
150
/8
25

109

55

25

/9
/9
/9
154
88
41
109

63
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left (zuos)

leisure (xianzj
letter/trust (xind}

little (sharf)

longhorn beetle (1:Ear*|1 niuz)
lucky (ji%)

lynx (shar't1 ma:::n])
machine (jf}

mad dog (g;u.ifzz:r"ugﬂ quans)
madam (fu] renzj

main entrance

(d54 men” kolf)

male {nanz}

male phoenix (fengd)
man (fu1)

manpower (r*ss:r-:2 5h:::u3)
many (dual)

master (zhu3)

me/I (wasj

medical industry (Kfﬁgd Iinz)
mermaicd (re'a-r'u:i yuz)
messenger (Iai2 renz)
mile (i)

molecule (fenT zE3)

moon (yue4)

morality (rer*:2 r::in3)
mother (ma1)

mountain (shan])

mouth {kmuz)

Mrs (tai” tai’)

must (bi4)

mutual (xiangﬁ

myself (zi'i1 jiE)

name (mingzj

natural disaster l[tianI zail)
net {wangs)

nine (jqu)

not yet {wei4)

to obey (ruz)

60
6/
109
133
/75
17
134
158
13
18

68

120
159
17/
101
107
/9
124
37
24
34
120
89
56
24
£
42
22
18
87
99
M
107
93
105
835
36

48
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odour (ch::}uﬂ')

of (de)

official language (fg;u.,h::av2 yuz'}
offspring {353 nu3)

oil (ymu?’)

oil field (you” tian)

one (yi1)

one’s self (I:::-en3 renzj
oneself (ziﬂ)

ordinary (fanz)

originally {ben3 IaiE)

to owe (qiand)

to pat (paﬂ]

peaceful (an1)

people (zhonf renzj
person (renzj

person from Shandong
Province (s.hanI cmngT FEHE)
pig (shi’)

pine (sc:n;f)

to plagiarize (chatf)

plain (dand}

platform (taizj

plum (“3)

police (China) (gmng] an]’)
police (Taiwan) (jir"n-;;3 chazj
poor (ping)

poor household {F:JinE hud)
population (ren2 kouE)
power (Iii)

pregnant (:::Ia4 du’ Zi)
prince (WEIF"IQE EEE)
princess (-:_:;r:n'-p-:;;1 zhuz')
prison (|ia{]2)

private (si])

public (a::iesf1 zhr:mgd)
pubﬁc(gangb

to publish (r:hu] ;::insj

quality (minz)
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99
157
109
97
120
121
82
34
99
159
34
148
101
93
18
16

o4

91
141
101
/1
141
St
141
141
151
104
24
90
115
S
141
935
140
18
141
44

25

189
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quantity of flowers (duoE}

A 2
gueen (nu wang )
question indicator (maz)
quiet month for business
(darﬁ yued)
rain (yus)

" Eik z
rain shower (da yu )
rainforest (qu Iinz)
rainwater (yu3 ahuis)
rank odour {shanT)
to reach (daz)
to refuel {jiaT y-::ruz)
rest {xiui)
to return (huiE)
to reveal (shid)
rich (fu™)
rich household (da‘:1 hud}
right (ynu%
nver(chuaHB
river (jiangr)
roof (mianzj:
rough (::u1)

: s 2
round trip (lai hui )
to row (huaz)
safe (r::-ir'*v;.,:l2 an])

¥ 5 E

saliva (kou shui )
to scare (hu3)
scenery (shan] shuis)
scholar (5hi4)
to seek (zhansj
self (ji®

: N
self-confidence (zi xin )
to sell (maid)
sentence (ju4)
sentence (ju& Zi)
sequence {cid)

15 2
serene (an xlang )
seven (qi])

several (ha:f jiE)

FEES BET S RS FEY FEY PR FE R PR PR PR P PR FET =

159
/79
77

/2

94

95

95

95

T f

113

121

58

A

142

120

104

60

80

/1

92

126

57

89

145

/2

64

/3

17

102

11

109

151

157
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149

145

83
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several days (ji3 tian})
Shandong Province
(ahan1 dom;,]]}

sharp (jiarﬂ)

sheep (yaﬂgzj

shell (bei®)

shield (gan])
shnut(xuanﬁ
shrine (ShEHE 5he4)
to sit {zuc:d)

to sit at (zui::ar'i1 zaid)
six (liu™)

size (t::la'{1 xia:::z)
skin (fu])

sky (tianr)

small (xiaGE)

to sneak out (shaﬂ3 ren‘?)
society (5he'4)

soll (tu3)

soldier (shid)

son (zis)
space/room (jian1)
sparkles (jing1}

spit (k-::-u3 mc:-ﬂ')

spring water {q::mf:ar%E 5hui3}

state (zh{}ul)

to steal (paz)

to stroll (guang™)
stupid (ben4)

sun (rid)

sunrise (dan4)

to surround (weiz)
sweat (hand)

to talk (yan®)
talkative (da::;-1)
tall/length {changz)
tea {r:hazj

tear (Ieid)

ten (shi®)

139

54

155
40
130
144
25
143
115
115
82
155
S/
20
1532
69
143
114
116
96
67
55
73
73
80
102
113
A
a2
a5
22
145
108
89
85
129
99

83
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this (zhe4) 113
this month (ben3 yued) 59
three (sanl) 82
thunder (lei2) 119
to tie together (kun3) 102
tiger (hu3) 64
today (ben3 rid) 59
tomorrow (Ming2 ri4) 59
too big (taid4 da4d) 19
too much (taid) 19
to transform (hua4) 151
tree (mu4) 52
twins (zi1) 97
two (erd) 82
two mountains (shenl) 43
unrestrained (zi4 zai4) 115
USA (mei3 guo?) /9
utensil (gi4) i
villain (xiao3 ren2) 135
volcano (huo3 shanl) 45
walking (chuo4) 112
water (shui3) 70
weak (ruo4) 122
weapon (gel) 124
well distributed (yun2) 137
whirlwind (biaol) 126
white (bai2) 62
whole (quan2) 79

whole-heartedly (quan2 xinl) 87

wide expanse of water 71
(miaos)

wine (jilu3) 125
wine vessel (you3) 123
winter (dongl) 147
wizard (wul) 60
woman (nu3) 46
woman (nus ren2) 49
woman from Shandong 54

Province (shanl dongl nu3 ren2)

2\

TA
A/ A g

woods (lin2)

work (gongl)
worker (gongl ren2)
world (ren2 jianT)

to wrap up (baol)
year (nian2)

yvears (sui4)

yves (hao3 de)

you (rus)

younger sister (meid)

Peter and the Wolf

wHZR
BI5
H
/8
M5z
iS5
oS

H R
515
WA A
T ey
UL
%

X,

IR

to argue (chao3 jia3)
bird (niao3)

button (kou4)

cat (maol)

chirp (zi11 zi1)

duck (yal)

the end (zhongl)
grandfather (zu3 fu4d)
horse (ma3)

hunter (lied4 ren2)
miaow (Miacsd Mmiaosd)
quack (gua3 guas)
son/boy (zi3)
weapon (gel)

wolf (lang2)

55
60
51
69
156
145
107
157
71

48

164-65
160
163
161
167
160
179
160
177
161
166
167
160
174

161
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