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PREFACE
I have been teaching undergraduate courses in and writing about the
philosophy of sex and love since 1976. That comes to more than twenty-
ﬁve years: a good portion of my adult life (almost half) and all my post-
graduate professional life. You might think that I would be sick of the
subject, if not of sex itself, by now—say, by a kind of excitatory habitua-
tion. To some extent that has happened.1 Nevertheless, I still experience
a scholarly-sensuous frisson whenever I open an envelope or an e-mail in
which a colleague has sent to me, for comments or perusal, a new piece
on sexual morality (most recently, when Igor Primoratz sent me his en-
ticing “Sexual Morality: Is Consent Enough?”);2 or whenever I page
through a professional journal or an anthology and unexpectedly ﬁnd an
exploration of sexuality (for example, Louise Collins’s unfortunately
somewhat tedious “Emotional Adultery: Cybersex and Commitment”);3
or whenever, browsing through a university press catalogue or the New
York Review of Books, I discover yet another scholar bringing innovative
ideas and a fresh perspective to the ﬁeld (David Archard’s Sexual Consent
comes to mind immediately).4 This revised, fourth edition of The Philoso-
phy of Sex: Contemporary Readings contains the kind of philosophical inves-
tigations of sexuality that have sustained my interest in the ﬁeld during
all these years in the face of a suspicion (and the fact) that some philoso-
phers, theologians, and other writers have, in their published work, been
merely repeating the same old tired formulas over and over again.
The second edition of The Philosophy of Sex (1991) was an 80-percent re-
vision of the ﬁrst edition (1980); the third edition (1997) was also an 80-
percent revision of the second. By contrast, this fourth edition (2002) is
about a quarter or so revision of the third edition—which is supposed to
inform you, my students, colleagues, and other readers, that I was happy
with the third edition, although not perfectly happy with it. This fourth edi-
tion is the largest Philosophy of Sex ever published, containing thirty chap-
ters (or thirty-one, depending on how you do the counting), thereby
xi
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providing, in the resulting mixture, more substance and variety for stu-
dents studying the philosophy of sexuality and for researchers working in
the ﬁeld. It newly contains, for example, my introductory essay “The Fun-
damentals of the Philosophy of Sex,” written to ease students into, and
provoke them about, the subject matter. This edition also contains other
essays that are appearing in the collection for the ﬁrst time, plus a much-
expanded “Suggested Readings” section. Once again the core theoretical
and historically important essays that are central to contemporary phi-
losophy of sex are included (four of which were originally and surpris-
ingly published in the digniﬁed pages of the Journal of Philosophy):
Thomas Nagel’s “Sexual Perversion,” Robert Solomon’s “Sexual Para-
digms,” Janice Moulton’s “Sexual Behavior: Another Position,” Robert
Gray’s “Sex and Sexual Perversion,” and Alan Goldman’s “Plain Sex”
(from the prestigious journal Philosophy and Public Affairs).
The bulk of the fourth edition of Philosophy of Sex falls properly in the
area of applied philosophy of sex or, more generally, applied philoso-
phy, applied ethics, and gender studies (so the book could be used in
those sorts of courses as well as in courses that concentrate on the phi-
losophy of sex). Some of the essays I have chosen to include in this vol-
ume are very good, even excellent; others, I think, are probably wrong,
even if provocative. But this latest version of Philosophy of Sex would be an
extraordinarily boring book were I to assemble together only what I per-
sonally like, ﬁnd compelling, or sympathize with ideologically. Such a
monistic collection, furthermore, would not serve well the interests of
students who are attempting to learn about the philosophy of sex or of
scholars who utilize this text for research, and it would not do justice to
the richness of sexual philosophy. Hence there are essays in this anthol-
ogy that are critical and supportive of homosexuality, abortion, prostitu-
tion, and pornography, which makes the book unlike a large number of
recent collections in sex and gender studies that are merely platforms
for partisan views.5
The section on conceptual analysis (Part 1) begins with a sweet and sour
essay by Greta Christina, who exhibits how the paradigmatically philo-
sophical task of providing criteria for the identiﬁcation of sexual acts also
arises in (some of) our sexual lives.6 “What is sex?” (deﬁnitionally and de-
scriptively) is the question addressed in the other essays of Part 1: Thomas
Nagel focuses on the sophisticated psychological nature of human sexual
interaction; Robert Solomon explores the expressive functions of sexual
behavior; Janice Moulton exposes what is false and misleading, from a
woman’s perspective, in Nagel’s and Solomon’s accounts of human sexu-
ality; Alan Goldman attempts to deﬁne “sexual desire” and “sexual activ-
ity” by discovering the lowest common denominator of all sexual events;
Robert Gray illuminates the conceptual relationship between sexual ac-
tivity and sexual pleasure and explains how this bears on our understand-
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ing of sexual perversion; and in my contribution to Part 1, I examine con-
ceptually and ethically the much-maligned yet nearly universally practiced
(among males, at least) act of masturbation. (You might remember
Woody Allen’s joke: “Why are you such a good lover?” Answer: “I practice
a lot when I’m alone.”)
In Part 2, the pieces by John Finnis and Michael Levin express severe
doubts about the morality, wisdom, and normality of homosexuality,7
while those of Martha Nussbaum and John Corvino offer defenses of
gay and lesbian sexuality. Ed Vacek’s prescient paper presents an early
statement of a position that has lately been growing in popularity and
visibility, namely, that the tenets of Christianity do not entail that loving
and consummated homosexual relationships are morally wrong.8
Cheshire Calhoun, in her recent essay “Defending Marriage,” critically
analyzes several arguments that attempt to defend same-sex marriage,
and concludes that such marriages are essential for the full citizenship
of gay men and lesbians. Of course the analytic essays of Part 1 of this
volume on the nature of sex and perversion have implications for these
disagreements over homosexuality, as they do for all the other topics
discussed later in the volume.
Both abortion and sexuality have been written about abundantly, but
largely independently of each other. For this reason, I have reserved Part
3 of the book for two essays that nicely examine an issue that has been,
among philosophers, relatively neglected: Sidney Callahan and Ellen
Willis explore the logical, psychological, and social connections between
the abortion controversy and contemporary sexual norms.9
In Part 4, which is new to this fourth edition of Philosophy of Sex, the im-
portant concept (and practice) of the “sexual use” of one person by an-
other is investigated. Part 4 begins with a classic statement by the
German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) about the essentially
objectifying or instrumental nature of human sexual interaction. (This
chapter is the only one in the book that cannot be called a “contempo-
rary reading,” in violation of the book’s subtitle. I include it because
there has lately been a good deal of writing about Kant and sexuality—
see the “Suggested Readings”—and it is helpful to have some of what
Kant wrote about sex conveniently available.) Thomas Mappes and I ex-
plore, in separate essays, what is implied about the morality of sexual be-
havior if we take Kant’s metaphysics of human sexuality seriously (or
semiseriously) and also hold to some version of the Second Formulation
of Kant’s Categorical Imperative. Thus both essays ask how and when
sexual activity could be morally permissible if the persons involved
wanted to follow Kant’s injunction never to use another person sexually
merely as a means. (This is a topic brought up brieﬂy earlier in the vol-
ume by Alan Goldman).10 An essay by Irving Singer closes Part 4, in
which he registers strong disagreement with Kant’s characterization of
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sex as inherently instrumental and objectifying.11 Clearly, the theoreti-
cal and practical discussion of sexual use and sexual objectiﬁcation in
Part 4 is especially relevant to the topics addressed in Parts 5 and 6 of this
book: rape, harassment, pornography, and prostitution.
Part 5 is devoted to questions that arise about rape, date rape, and sex-
ual harassment. Robin Warshaw, by carefully presenting case studies of
possibly sexually harassing behavior, shows us that analytic tangles, and
hence legal and social uncertainties, plague this phenomenon. Mane
Hajdin tries to clear up this perplexing territory by suggesting how a de-
marcation criterion, one that reliably distinguishes acceptable from un-
acceptable sexual advances, might be devised. H. E. Baber compares the
harms caused by work in our society and the harms caused by rape or
sexual assault and reaches a surprising conclusion. Robin West explores
another problematic distinction, that between nonconsensual sexual ac-
tivity and sexual activity that is consensual yet still engaged in under
some sort of pressure and is in that way harmful, especially to women’s
autonomy. Two additional essays have been added to Part 5 of this edi-
tion. My essay on Antioch University’s “Sexual Offense Policy” analyzes
the school’s procedures designed to reduce or eliminate date rape on
college campuses. And Alan Wertheimer’s essay insightfully ponders
and questions the meaning, moral power, and even the relevance of
“consent” in sexual contexts. Note that Wertheimer and Mappes discuss
similar cases in probing the inﬂuence of coercion and deception on the
morality of sexual relations.
Prostitution and pornography—which both involve, in their own way,
performing sexual acts for compensation, and arguably involve the sex-
ual use and objectiﬁcation of (mostly) women—are the last of the spe-
cial topics, analyzed by two sets of three essays each in Part 6. In her
essay, Sallie Tisdale presents a feisty and enlightening look at pornogra-
phy from a woman’s perspective.12 Martha Nussbaum tackles the enor-
mous and difficult task of distinguishing, both analytically and morally,
the various kinds of sexual objectiﬁcation that are represented in or car-
ried out by pornography and literature (and, by extension, the objecti-
ﬁcation that also occurs in our lives). My contribution to this section is
an essay that investigates empirically and conceptually the connection
between pornography and harm to women. (This essay had appeared in
the second edition, but not the third, of Philosophy of Sex.) The ﬁnal three
essays are concerned with prostitution. Laurie Shrage presents a unique
feminist view of prostitution, a position that not only is highly critical of
prostitution as it is currently practiced in our society but also suggests
ways of improving prostitution. Igor Primoratz, in part replying to
Shrage’s essay, ﬁnds in prostitution—from his libertarian perspective—
much less about which to complain, even as prostitution is currently
practiced.13 Closing this section is an iconoclastic essay by Pat Caliﬁa,
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“Whoring in Utopia,” which unabashedly defends prostitution by point-
ing out its many useful beneﬁts.
I have dedicated this edition of Philosophy of Sex to my daughter
Rachel, who is the supreme love of my life (and now eight years old).
Rachel has brought to me, and made me feel, a kind of exquisite joy I
did not, earlier in my life, ever anticipate experiencing—and surely
something that even sexual activity at its best has never provided.
Notes
1. This is partly why I took several breaks from the philosophy of sex and love
and pursued other research matters. One break occurred in 1994, when I im-
mersed myself in the writings of Francis Bacon, inspired to do so by those feminists
who found obnoxious allusions to “rape” in Bacon’s philosophy of science. The re-
sult was “In Defense of Bacon,” Philosophy of the Social Sciences 25, 2 (1995): 192–215;
a revised version appears in A House Built on Sand: Exposing Postmodernist Myths about
Science, ed. Noretta Koertge (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 195–215.
The second break occurred in 1998, and resulted in my exposé of some excesses
of feminist scholarship: “Bad Apples: Feminist Politics and Feminist Scholarship,”
Philosophy of the Social Sciences 29, 3 (1999): 354–88. But even these publications deal
tangentially or directly with sexual issues (for example, see my critique of Rae
Langton on pornography in “Bad Apples,” 370–77). These essays (and others) are
available on my Website, <www.uno.edu/~asoble>.
2. Ethical Theory and Moral Practice 4, 3 (2001): 201–18.
3. Social Theory and Practice 25, 2 (1999): 243–70. There is much that is valu-
able in Collins’s groundbreaking essay, but I found unconvincing and confusing
her reliance on the writings of the conservative sexual philosopher Vincent
Punzo (Reﬂective Naturalism [New York: Macmillan, 1969], chap. 6) in arguing
that a feminist can, and perhaps should, embrace a thesis about the signiﬁcance
of the connection between sex and love (see 249 and 266, n. 21).
4. Sexual Consent (Boulder, Colo.: Westview, 1998). Many other articles and
books that have made important contributions to the ﬁeld are listed at the end
of this volume in the “Suggested Readings” section.
5. See, for example, my review of the third edition of Marilyn Pearsall’s Women
and Values: Readings in Recent Feminist Philosophy (Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth,
1999), which appeared in Teaching Philosophy 23, 2 (2000): 215–20.
6. Christina’s essay was reprinted by the magazine Ms. in its “Feminism and
Sex” issue of November/December 1995 (60–62). But, strangely, the essay’s last
two paragraphs are missing from that reprint (but not from this volume), and
my inspection of that issue of Ms. could ﬁnd no editorial warning that the essay
had been abridged. Those paragraphs of Christina’s essay are perhaps the most
provocative—and the least feminist—parts of the essay: she admits to ﬁnding
some sadomasochist sex “tremendously erotic,” and she relates that when work-
ing as a nude dancer inside a peep show booth she had a “fabulous time” sexu-
ally with one of her quarter-laden customers.
7. For an early essay by Levin on homosexuality, see his “Why Homosexual-
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ity Is Abnormal,” The Monist 67, 2 (1984): 251–83; reprinted in Alan Soble, ed.,
The Philosophy of Sex, 3rd edition (Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littleﬁeld, 1997),
95–127. A detailed critique of Levin’s Monist essay can be found in Timothy Mur-
phy, “Homosexuality and Nature: Happiness and the Law At Stake,” Journal of
Applied Philosophy 4, 2 (1987): 195–204.
8. See also the defense of homosexual marriage in Patricia Jung and Ralph
Smith, Heterosexism: An Ethical Challenge (Albany: State University of New York
Press, 1993), which book I brieﬂy reviewed in Ethics 105, 4 (1995): 975–76.
9. See also Roger Paden, “Abortion and Sexual Morality” (229–36), and my
essay “More on Abortion and Sexual Morality” (239–44), both of which appear
in my edited collection Sex, Love, and Friendship (Amsterdam: Editions Rodopi,
1997). Although Judith Jarvis Thomson’s well-known and widely reprinted essay
“A Defense of Abortion” (Philosophy and Public Affairs 1, 1 [1971]: 47–66) is often
read as a statement about the implications for the morality of abortion of a
woman’s right to control what happens to and in her own body, I think the essay
is usefully probed for its implications about the relationship between the moral-
ity of abortion and the morality of sexual activity. See also David Boonin-Vail, “A
Defense of ‘A Defense of Abortion’: On the Responsibility Objection to Thom-
son’s Argument,” Ethics 107, 2 (1997): 286–313.
10. See “Plain Sex,” in this volume, pages 39–55, at 51.
11. On the striking similarity between the views of Kant on sexuality and those
of the contemporary feminists Catharine MacKinnon and Andrea Dworkin, see
Barbara Herman, “Could It Be Worth Thinking about Kant on Sex and Mar-
riage?” in A Mind of One’s Own: Feminist Essays on Reason and Objectivity, ed. Louise
M. Antony and Charlotte Witt (Boulder, Colo.: Westview, 1993), 49–67.
12. The essay by Tisdale contained in this volume was published in Harper’s in
February 1992. Afterward, she gave her thoughts on sexuality more complete
treatment in Talk Dirty to Me: An Intimate Philosophy of Sex (New York: Doubleday,
1994). See the review of her book by James Wolcott, “Position Papers,” The New
Yorker (21 November 1994), 115–19; don’t miss the color comic of Tisdale in a
pornography store (115). Readers’ letters of reply to her Harper’s essay, as well as
her responses to them, appeared in the May 1992 issue of that magazine (4–7,
72–73, and 76–78).
13. Shrage continues the debate with Primoratz in her Moral Dilemmas of Fem-
inism: Prostitution, Adultery, and Abortion (New York: Routledge, 1994); see chap.
5 and 207, n. 22. Some thoughts about Shrage and Primoratz can be found in my
Sexual Investigations (New York: New York University Press, 1996), 33–34 and
125–26. More recent criticism of Primoratz, in an essay that defends a tart-with-
a-heart type of prostitution, can be found in S. E. Marshall, “Bodyshopping: The
Case of Prostitution,” Journal of Applied Philosophy 16, 2 (1999): 139–50.
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Introduction
THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF SEX
Alan Soble
Only when you [have sex] . . . are you most cleanly alive and most cleanly
yourself. . . . Sex isn’t just friction and shallow fun. Sex is also the revenge
on death. Don’t forget death. Don’t ever forget it. Yes, sex too is limited in
its power. . . . But tell me, what power is greater?
—Philip Roth, The Dying Animal
W hen a great deal of material has been written on a subject, by many
different writers of various persuasions and backgrounds, eventually
it will be possible to assemble a collection of assertions about the subject
that are bound to be silly. (The principle I have just put forward reverses
a well-known story, according to which a group of monkeys equipped with
typewriters will eventually produce a Shakespearian sonnet.) This princi-
ple holds for the topics of love and human sexuality, and perhaps espe-
cially for these loaded and emotional subjects. I have over the years
collected a number of apparently absurd or ridiculous claims made by in-
This essay is a revision of my “Philosophy of Sexuality,” an entry in the Internet Encyclope-
dia of Philosophy (<www.utm.edu/research/iep/>). It is reprinted by permission of the ed-
itor of the encyclopedia, James Fieser. This encyclopedia entry is a descendent of three ear-
lier pieces: “Sexuality and Sexual Ethics,” in Encyclopedia of Ethics, ed. Lawrence and
Charlotte Becker (New York: Garland, 1992), 1141–47 (rev. version in Encyclopedia of Ethics,
2nd ed. [N.Y.: Routledge, 2001], 1570–77); “La morale et la sexualité,” in Dictionnaire
d’éthique et de philosophie morale, ed. Monique Canto-Sperber (Paris: Presses Universitaires
de France, 1996), 1387–91; and “Sexuality, Philosophy of,” in Routledge Encyclopedia of Phi-
losophy, ed. Edward Craig (London: Routledge, 1998), vol. 8, 717–30.
xvii
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telligent people about sex and love. Let me share a few with you. Of
course, that this is my list of silly assertions may say more about my own bi-
ases and prejudices than about the thoughtfulness of their authors.
For example, the theologian Gilbert Meilaender has written, in his
very ﬁne book The Limits of Love, that heterosexual coitus (penis-vagina
intercourse), in particular, is “the act in which human beings are present
most fully and give themselves most completely to another”1—as if dur-
ing homosexual sexual activity, the partners do not or cannot give them-
selves totally to each other.2 Moreover, to think that a sexual act, of all
things, whether heterosexual or homosexual, forms the stuff of the
greatest intimacy is to overestimate or exaggerate the strength and
meaning of an exceedingly common and often trite physical act that has
no more important implications than passing gas.
The contemporary American secular philosopher Robert Nozick, who
is deservedly well respected for his brilliant books and articles, has de-
scribed sexual activity as a “metaphysical exploration, knowing the body
and person of another as a map or microcosm of the very deepest real-
ity, a clue to its nature and purpose”3—as if investigating carefully the
pimples on your partner’s bottom supplies a reﬂection of cosmic order.
(Actually, I don’t have the foggiest idea what Nozick is saying in the ﬁrst
place. Surely we expect something less obscure from one of our premier
analytic philosophers.) Nozick also thinks, along the lines of Meilaen-
der, that “the most intense way we relate to another person is sexually.”4
Apparently Nozick has never experienced the enormous intensity of the
relationship between some people who play chess with each other. And
he has overlooked that reciprocal bursts of anger can be extraordinarily
intense, even if brief (like a brief and intense mutual orgasm), and that
fervent mutual hatred can last nearly a lifetime. Further, we should not
forget the lamentable fact that there is not much intensity in the dull
coitus routinely performed by a long-married couple.
The world-famous psychologist Rollo May denies that the key “mo-
ment” in sexual activity is the orgasm (which makes good sense). In-
stead, however, May thinks that the key “moment” is the precise instant
of the penetration of the erect penis of the man into the vaginal open-
ing of the woman5—as if that brief event never eventuated in a prema-
ture ejaculation depressing to both partners. And is the key “moment”
for homosexual lovers exactly when the penis enters the anus, pushing
its way through that tight muscular ring? (Victory! Scoring!) I am suspi-
cious of any talk about the key “moment” in the sexual activity of two
people. Sometimes it is the very ﬁrst light kiss, or the very ﬁrst time we
hold hands, realizing at that moment that we are going to engage in sex-
ual activity, that makes the biggest sexual impression—and afterward all
is sadly downhill. (May does acknowledge that the event of penetration
may be “disappointing,” but still considers it the moment of “greatest sig-
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niﬁcance” in sex. But if the act of penetration is a disappointment, then
why insist that it “is the moment of union and the realization that we
have won the other”? “Won,” indeed.)
The biomedical ethicist Timothy Murphy has proffered the idea (remi-
niscent of Nozick’s) that sex, whether straight or gay, “is a rich and fertile
language for discovering and articulating the meanings of human life”6—
as if English or Hungarian weren’t good enough, or even better, for that
purpose. Sex as a rich and fertile language, indeed, precisely for “articu-
lating the meanings of human life.” What makes Murphy think he is ad-
vancing our understanding of sex, or the philosophy of sex, by describing
sex in such overblown and pretentious terms? Come on, guy, get a hold of
yourself: sex is most of the time just fornicating or plain sex (to use Alan
Goldman’s term from his contribution to this collection), whether it is
straight or gay, nothing metaphysically or linguistically ﬁner than that.
The philosopher Janice Moulton writes in this volume, in a very per-
ceptive essay, that “sexual behavior differs from other behavior by virtue
of its unique feelings and emotions and its unique ability to create
shared intimacy”7—as if a platoon of soldiers, buddies one and all, while
ﬁred upon in battle, didn’t experience profound shared intimacy. Moul-
ton pays insufficient attention to those relationships, such as that be-
tween John Stuart Mill and Harriet Taylor, in which their deep, shared
intimacy was created not by sexual activity but by their common interests
in philosophy and political economy and their writing projects (proba-
bly a more ﬁrm foundation for shared intimacy than sexual activity). But
the married-to-each-other philosophers Hilde Lindemann Nelson and
James Lindemann Nelson win the syrup award for their generalization
that after two people get married their “idealizations give way to a better
understanding of what’s really admirable about one’s partner.”8 Quite
the opposite, I should have thought, at least some if not most of the time:
idealizations do give way after marriage, but we discover how rotten the
other person really is. At least we can raise the question: Do we, after
marriage, discover mostly the good and admirable or the bad, nasty, and
worthless?
As does Moulton, Roger Scruton thinks that sexuality is unique; but
whereas Moulton thinks that sexuality’s uniqueness lies in something
good (the shared intimacy it creates), Scruton identiﬁes something ob-
noxious in sexuality that makes it special: “it is in the experience of sex-
ual desire that we are most vividly conscious of the distinction between
virtuous and vicious impulses”9—between, say, a tendency to lavish car-
ing, devoted attention upon the object of our sexual desire and the wild
impulse just to have our way with her or him, which occasionally is vic-
torious. But Scruton is myopic is focusing on sex in this regard (unlike
St. Augustine, who found the consciousness of the pull of virtue and of
viciousness in all human endeavors). The contrast between our virtuous
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and vicious impulses can force itself upon our consciousness just as of-
ten, perhaps more strongly, and frequently with more disastrous conse-
quences, in matters of politics, ambition, and money (for example,
being pulled between generosity and stinginess).
I could go on and on with similar examples. But please do not take my
sarcasm all that seriously. What I mostly want to urge is that the reader
should take much of what is written about sexuality with a grain of salt,
including this introduction and the essays that have been collected to-
gether in this anthology. Try to approach the philosophy of sex, even
when it seems to be at its most intense and threatening, with a light heart
and a willingness to poke holes in bubbles. (The ﬁrst and last articles in
this book, Greta Christina’s piece on ﬁguring out what sex is, and Pat
Caliﬁa’s essay on the possible future of prostitution, have already taken
this advice, as does Sallie Tisdale’s essay on pornography, which ac-
counts for why these three are, in some ways, the most entertaining and
absorbing papers in this collection.) Now, then, let us get down to the
business of the philosophy of sex.
Among the many topics explored by the philosophy of sex are pro-
creation, contraception, celibacy, marriage, adultery, casual sex, ﬂirting,
prostitution, homosexuality, masturbation, seduction, rape, sexual ha-
rassment, sadomasochism, pornography, bestiality, and pedophilia.
What do all these various things have in common? All are related in var-
ious ways to the vast domain of human sexuality. That is, they are related,
on the one hand, to the human desires and activities that involve the
search for and attainment of sexual pleasure or satisfaction and, on the
other hand, to the human desires and activities that involve the creation
of new human beings. For it is a natural feature of human beings that
certain sorts of behaviors and certain bodily organs are and can be em-
ployed either for pleasure or for reproduction, or for both.
The philosophy of sexuality explores these topics both conceptually
and normatively. Conceptual analysis is carried out in the philosophy of
sex in order to clarify the fundamental notions of the discipline, includ-
ing sexual desire and sexual activity. Conceptual analysis is also carried out
in attempting to arrive at satisfactory deﬁnitions of speciﬁc sexual prac-
tices, for example, adultery, rape, and prostitution. Conceptual analysis
(for example: What are the distinctive features of a desire that make it
sexual desire instead of something else? In what ways does seduction dif-
fer from nonviolent rape?) is often difficult and seemingly picky, but
proves rewarding in unanticipated and surprising ways. Although Part 1
of this collection focuses on conceptual matters about the nature of sex,
the reader will ﬁnd that many other articles in the other parts of the
book also pay attention to conceptual matters (most notably, the essays
by Thomas A. Mappes on “sexual use,” Mane Hajdin’s essay on “sexual
harassment,” and Alan Wertheimer’s essay on “consent”).
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