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————
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SACRED BOOKS AND EARLY
LITERATURE
OF
THE ANCIENT HEBREWS
———
INTRODUCTION
THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE TALMUD: THE TWO MIGHTY
TREASURE-HOUSES OF HEBRAIC THOUGHT
I T can not be too often emphasized that the chief ancient
literature of the Hebrews is the Old Testament of the
Bible. The Christian world has so completely adopted
this volume as its own that the unprofessional reader is apt
to overlook the Bible's original character. It is not one
book, but a collection of books. It includes every written
word that the Hebrews preserved from their period of inde-
pendence; that is, from the days before Nebuchadrezzar
carried them captive to Babylon (587 B.C.). It also includes
the chief books of the later priestly State which flourished
under the protection of the Persian conquerors and submitted
to the domination of Home. Hence the Bible is not merely
a part of Hebrew literature, but the whole of that literature
from its beginnings down to about 200 B.C.
The wonderful books of the Bible are, fortunately, within
easiest access to every modern reader; and hence are not
reprinted in this present series. But the reader who seeks
to take with us a comprehensive view of the entire teach-
ings and writings of the mysterious and meditative East
must keep in mind that the Bible stands preeminent among
them all.
This would be true even if we set aside for the moment our
faith in the direct inspiration of the words of the Bible
and looked upon it, as we have here looked upon other litera-
tures, solely as the surviving record of the thought and his-
1
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tory of an antique race. Viewed in this way, the Bible
presents us with, first, a clear statement of the Hebrews'
religious belief as to God, the creation, and the duties of
man toward God and toward his fellows. This is recorded
in manuscripts, some of which may date back to Moses (1325
B.C.), but which are chiefly of the centuries ranging between
800 and 400 B.C. They are thus a voice speaking from the
time of Assyria's power and of Egypt's decay. They tell
with splendid solemnity of God's eternal existence and uni-
versal power. They have conceived also his absolute right-
eousness and the wisdom and tenderness of his care for man.
They had thus reached a far higher vision than the Assyrians,
or even than the Egyptians at their best. True, the Hebrews
still thought of the universal deity as being chiefly inter-
ested in the Hebrew people. They accounted themselves a
"chosen race." But this was little more than an expression
of the racial confidence that they were better than other
nations, and hence fitter to be "chosen "— a state of faith
not wholly unknown among modern peoples.
Another momentous thought in which this Hebraic teach-
ing rose beyond any of its contemporaries was its close asso-
ciation of religion and morality, its realization that an om-
nipotent God would demand of men not only reverence for
him, but consideration for their fellow men. Not always
do the early Hebraic books rise to this far-visioned view of
the identity of justice and divinity. Yet on the whole the
teaching is there. And one of the proudest Jewish claims
for the Talmud, their later sacred book, is that in the Talmud
this thought, that our duty to our fellows is identical with
our duty to God, stands out clearly as the chief teaching. In
the words of Rabbi Hillel, the great forerunner of Jesus:
"What is displeasing to thee, do not to thy fellow men:
that is the whole Law." Surely such words are but one step
removed from the teaching of Jesus: "Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself." Yet it was the taking of that one
step that separated Jesus from his race. As a matter of
literature, that step still separates the Old Testament and
the Talmud from the Gospels of Christianity.
Strona 13
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In addition to soaring thus above the religious thought
of surrounding nations, the books of the Old Testament gave
to the Hebrews a knowledge of their own history far exceed-
ing that of other races. The books record the Hebrews'
descent from the old Babylonians, or rather Akkadians, of
the city of Ur, their journeyings in Palestine and Egypt and
Sinai, their building of a strong kingdom under David, and
its gradual decline and overthrow. This tale has recently
been corroborated at many points by comparison with the
rediscovered records of Babylon and Egypt. Historically
speaking, its narrative may possibly be exaggerated in parts,
but it is based on proved facts.
It is usual to discriminate two other classes of books
among those which constitute the Hebrew scriptures. These
are the prophetic books, which are sermons urging the
people to purer and firmer obedience to God, and the poetic
books. The latter, from the literary standpoint, possess
especial interest. The Hebrews had developed a poetic art
superior to that of any of their neighbors; and so high and
thoughtful was the spirit of their songs that the Book of
Psalms holds probably as potent an influence on the lives of
men to-day as it has ever done.
For yet another reason the songs of the Bible call for
notice here. Some of them are very old, obviously older
than the books in which they are included. It has been
the general experience of mankind that poetry will be kept
alive in memory from an earlier era than prose; for the latter
requires written books for its preservation. No one would
presume to speak positively in saying that one part of the
Bible is the oldest; but of some of these songs we may at least
say that the evidence of their age is clear and that they
are probably contemporary with the events they celebrate.
Hence they rank among the earliest records of Hebrew
thought; and on this ground we have reprinted one or two
of them at the beginning of our volume.
When we look outside of the Bible for the writings of this
early Hebrew period we are amazed at their scarcity.
Many other books must have been composed, many tablets
Strona 14
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inscribed. So complete, however, was the destruction
wrought upon the Hebrew cities by Assyrians, Babylonians,
Egyptians, Romans, and the gnawing tooth of time, that
nothing except the heroically sheltered "Sacred Scriptures"
survived — nothing, that is, except two brief inscriptions,
trifling in themselves, valuable solely as curios, as the only
ancient Hebrew texts outside the Bible. These are the
Moabite stone and the Siloam inscription. Both of them
are given here.
When from the early Hebrew we turn to that of about
the time of Christ, we meet that remarkable successor of the
Old Testament, the Talmud. To this great work the main
portion of our volume is devoted. As a matter of manu-
scripts the oldest portion of the Talmud, called the Mishna,
or the elder Talmud, was perhaps not written down until
about the year A.n. 550; but wholly reliable Jewish tradi-
tion tells us that it was organized and arranged by Rabbi
Judah, who died in A.D. 219.
Rabbi Judah is so famed for his work upon the Talmud
that he is often called "The Rabbi," as being above all others.
What he did was to incorporate in this official priestly series
of treatises all the accepted religious law of his people in
his time. The Jewish tradition is that the laws had existed
since the time of Moses, that God gave to Moses not only the
written law of the older Biblical books but also a number
of unwritten laws, and that these were handed down from
priest to priest. Thus they continued as a well-known
verbal law until the final destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans and the consequent driving forth of the Jews as
wanderers over the earth. Then Rabbi Judah saw that the
unwritten law was becoming confused, and he set it down
for preservation in the elder Talmud.
Naturally the work of Rabbi Judah was one of selection;
there were treatises on religious themes which he did not
accept as authoritative and did not include in his Talmud.
There was also an ever-growing, changing mass of human
opinion among the Jews. Hence, as the centuries passed,
later rabbis added notes to his work, comments, criticisms,
Strona 15
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old legends explaining the reasons for Rabbi Judah's text,
or the meanings underlying it. After a time later genera-
tions came to regard these annotations as almost as authori-
tative and sacred as the first text. They were incorporated
with it as the younger Talmud, or Gemara. Hence we have
to-day a Talmud consisting of the Mishna and Gemara, or
text and commentary. In this later form the Talmud dates
from about A.D. 427, and its chief editor or compiler was
Rabbi Asche of Babylonia.
This brings us to the interesting fact that there are really
two Talmuds, or two versions of it. One of these was pre-
served by the rabbinical schools of Palestine, the other by
those of Babylon. The Babylonian Talmud, owing largely
to the labors of Rabbi Asche, is much fuller than that of
Palestine, which is commonly called the Jerusalem Talmud.
Hence modern readers, whether Jew or Gentile, have given
much more consideration to the Babylonian version. It is
the one adopted for this volume, though with occasional refer-
ence to or additions from the Jerusalem version.
There is yet another division in the Talmud. Rabbinical
teaching discriminates sharply between its laws and its illus-
trations of them, its Halacha and its Haggada. These may
appear either in Mishna or Gemara; but each Halachoth, or
single law, wherever found, is accepted literally and followed
exactly. Moreover, the Halacha are always written in the
Aramaic language. The classic Hebrew tongue had grad-
ually fallen out of use among the Jews, and the mass of them
spoke the common Syrian or Aramaic tongue. Hence when
the Talmud has a law to lay down, it does so in the common
speech that every man could understand. When it turns
to argument and dispute and explanation, it more often em-
ploys the ancient Hebrew of the Bible, the language known
only to priest and scholar of the Talmud's days.
Our book gives a separate section to the best known of
the Halacha, including the directions by which Jewish holy
days are still conducted in our time. Mainly, however, this
volume devotes itself to the Haggada, the tales and tradi-
tions of the Talmud. These, which are drawn almost wholly
Strona 16
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from the Gemara, form to the ordinary reader much the
more interesting part of the Talmud. The Mishna gives
us a mass of ceremonial laws dealing chiefly with minute
details of religious celebration, like the book of Leviticus
in the Bible. The Gemara preserves old legends, old be-
liefs, a thousand side lights on the Bible story, ten thousand
pictures of human nature, old but ever new. Hence it is
to the Gemara that our present volume gives most space.
The more celebrated treatises of the Mishna are given that
the reader may weigh them for himself, but the bulk of the
volume is given to the stories, proverbs, and meditations of
the Gemara.
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THE EARLIEST REMAINS
———
THE BIBLE SONGS
"Let there be light."
— GENESIS I, 3.
"Fools see only the garment of the Torah [the Five Bible
Boohs of Moses], the more intelligent see the body, the wise see
the soul."
— RABBI SIMEON BEN YOHAI.
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THE EARLIEST REMAINS
(INTRODUCTION)
T HE oldest fragments of Hebrew that have come down
to us are some of the songs which have been incorpor-
ated in the Bible. Throughout the Biblical narrative we
come again and again to the phrase that some one "sang
this song," and in many cases this must imply that the song
had existed before the narrative, that the writer of the latter,
having told of the origin of some well-known chant, then
inserted the chant itself. Indeed, if we are to take the Bible
with exact literalness, then the oldest words ever heard on
earth, preserved to us from the first flash of its creation, are
those of the stupendous command of God in the opening
chapter of Genesis, "Let there be light." With this com-
mand creation began; and under this command the progress-
ive creation of higher forms and higher thought is still ad-
vancing. They are the words which we have chosen as the
motto of this series.
The first piece of poetry we come to in the Bible, the first
section of connected lines presented as the actual remem-
bered words of a person of an earlier time, is the lament of
Lamech, the father of Noah. This brief chant is thus offered
us as a fragment of antediluvian poetry, preserved in mem-
ory from before the deluge. As such it holds the opening
place in this volume. The chant is certainly very old. Its
Hebrew wording can no longer be clearly understood; our
best Biblical scholars hesitate as to its meaning; its connec-
tion with its context is so slight that legends have been
invented to explain its sense. So that, if we accept this
lament as the oldest piece of Hebrew literature extant, we
may not be far astray.
In similar fashion we can cull several other venerable
songs from the Bible text. Most celebrated among them,
9
Strona 20
10 THE SACRED BOOKS
though with no convincing literal proof of its being an actual
contemporary of its theme, is the "Song of Moses and the
Israelites" over the destruction of Pharaoh's army. Com-
posed in words much more decisive in their evidence of age
is the "Song of Deborah." Our most critical scholars ac-
cept this latter as a very early chant, probably actually sung
by Deborah, the prophetess and poetess, in her joy over the
victory she describes. The song dates therefore from about
1200 B.C. and is the first Biblical piece of which we can speak
thus positively. Both of these splendid and vigorous paeans
of triumph are given here to recall to Bible readers the He-
brew literature at its best. In spirit, at least, those early
songs soar far above the stiffer phrasing and exactly settled
priestly law of the Talmud.
Our two other specimens of the older Hebrew are drawn
from outside the Bible, and are only noteworthy as being the
sole fragments that have thus survived. The first is called
the Moabite stone. It is a large flat stone or monument
such as Babylonian and Egyptian conquerors sometimes set
up to celebrate their victories. This one, however, was
erected by a lesser conqueror, by Mesha, a king of Moab,
about 850 B.C., to record his victories over the Israelites.
Moab was the land immediately east of Palestine between
the Dead Sea valley and the Arabian desert. The Moabites
are often mentioned in the Bible as close akin to the Hebrews,
being the descendants of Lot, Abraham's nephew. We know
now from Mesha's stone that they even spoke the Hebraic
tongue.
The stone was found half a century ago by Biblical ex-
plorers in the Holy Land. In its remote and desolate valley
it had been sheltered unharmed for over twenty-five cen-
turies; its discovery resulted in its destruction. The neigh-
boring Arabs, being impressed by eager explorers with the
value of the stone, conceived the somewhat childish scheme
of breaking it up so as to sell the pieces one by one. Several,
but not all, of the resulting fragments have been rescued;
so that now for our knowledge of the inscription we are
partly dependent upon the rough copies of the stone taken
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Wielka ściema PDF







W imię Boga PDF







Tam, gdzie lęk spotyka rozkosz PDF




  

Losowy ebook


 Umrzeć po raz drugi Ebook


  

Tagi

sacred books pdf pobierz

 sacred books doc

 sacred books ebook za darmo

 sacred books pdf ebook do pobrania

 sacred books mobi

 sacred books epub

















O nas

PDF-X.PL to narzędzie, które pozwala Ci na darmowy upload plików PDF bez limitów i bez rejestracji a także na podgląd online kilku pierwszych stron niektórych książek przed zakupem, wyszukiwanie, czytanie online
i pobieranie dokumentów w formacie pdf dodanych przez użytkowników. Jeśli jesteś autorem lub wydawcą książki, możesz pod jej opisem pobranym z empiku dodać podgląd paru pierwszych kartek swojego dzieła, aby zachęcić czytelników do zakupu.
Powyższe działania dotyczą stron tzw. promocyjnych, pozostałe strony w tej domenie to dokumenty w formacie PDF dodane przez odwiedzających.
Znajdziesz tu różne dokumenty, zapiski, opracowania, powieści, lektury, podręczniki, notesy, treny, baśnie, bajki, rękopisy i wiele więcej.
Część z nich jest dostępna do pobrania bez opłat. Poematy, wiersze, rozwiązania zadań, fraszki, treny, eseje i instrukcje.
Sprawdź opisy, detale książek, recenzje oraz okładkę. Dowiedz się więcej na oficjalnej stronie sklepu, do której zaprowadzi Cię link pod przyciskiem "empik". Czytaj opracowania, streszczenia, słowniki, encyklopedie i inne książki do nauki za free. Podziel się swoimi plikami w formacie "pdf", odkryj olbrzymią bazę ebooków w formacie
pdf, uzupełnij ją swoimi wrzutkami i dołącz do grona czytelników książek elektronicznych. Zachęcamy do skorzystania
z wyszukiwarki i przetestowania wszystkich funkcji serwisu. Na www.pdf-x.pl znajdziesz ukryte dokumenty, sprawdzisz opisy ebooków, galerie, recenzje użytkowników
oraz podgląd wstępu niektórych książek w celu promocji. Oceniaj ebooki, pisz komentarze, głosuj na ulubione tytuły i wrzucaj pliki doc/pdf
na hosting. Zapraszamy!







BIBLIOTEKA DOKUMENTÓW PDF + DARMOWE EBOOKI DO POBRANIA

Ciesz się pełną funkcjonalnością serwisu www.pdf-x.pl - sprawdzaj podgląd książek przed zakupem, oceniaj, konwertuj pliki i pobieraj dokumenty wgrane przez użytkowników.


	




	




	




	




	




	











 


PDF Upload - Zapytania o Książki - Dokumenty © 2018 - Wszystkie prawa zastrzeżone.


pdf-x.pl








Używamy cookies i podobnych technologii m.in. w celach: świadczenia usług, reklam, statystyk. Korzystanie z witryny bez zmiany ustawień Twojej przeglądarki oznacza, że będą one umieszczane w Twoim urządzeniu końcowym.
Czytaj więcej
OK










